EDMUND HALLEY
Born 1656. Astronomer. Elected a Fellow of the Royal Society
at the age of twenty-two. But for Halley, Newton's Prindpia would
not have existed: his suggestions originated it and, although his
father's death had left him in poor circumstances, he printed Newton's
work at his own expense and averted the threatened suppression of
the third book. In 1691 Halley was refused the Savilian Professorship
of Astronomy at Oxford, owing to a suspicion of his being a materialist.
Assistant Secretary to the Royal Society 1685-1693. Deputy Controller
of the Mint at Ipswich 1696. William III gave him command of a
war-sloop, the Paramour Pink) in 1698, with orders to study the varia-
tion of the compass and to attempt to discover what land lay to the
south of the Western Ocean. Halley penetrated to the Antarctic,
and explored the Atlantic from shore to shore until 1700. The follow-
ing year he published a general chart of the variation of the compass
shown by Halleyan lines. He then made a thorough survey of the
tides and coasts of the English Channel, of which he published a map
in 1702. In 1703 he was made Savilian Professor of Geometry at
Oxford. He was also elected Secretary of the Royal Society in 1713
and became Astronomer Royal in 1721. At the age of sixty-four,
he began the process of observing the moon through its complete
cycle of eighteen years and, in 1729, was elected a foreign member of
the Paris Academy of Sciences. Peter the Great admitted him
familiarly to his table and, at Vienna, he was presented with a diamond
ring from the Emperor's own finger. Halley worked out the Law of
Inverse Squares, the first detailea description of a circulatory theory
of the Trade Winds and Monsoons, and a new method of finding the
roots of equations. He discovered the law connecting elevation in the
atmosphere with its density and first measured height by barometric
readings. He improved diving apparatus, experimented on the
dilatation of liquids by heat and, by his scientific voyages, laid the
foundations of physical geography. But his most enduring fame was
caused by his accurate prediction of the return in 1758 of the comet
(named aiter him) of 15 31,1607 and 1682. He died in 1742 after drink-
ing a glass of wine against his doctor's orders.]
M
R. EDMUND HALLEY, Artium Magister, the eldest
son of Edmund Halley, a Soape-boyler,  a wealthy
Citizen of the City of London, of the Halleys, of
Derbyshire, a good family.   He was born in Shoreditch parish,
at a place called Haggerston, the backside of Hogsdon.
At 9 yeares old, his father's apprentice taught him to write,
and aridimetique.   He went to Paule's schoole to Dr. Gale:
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